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SUBJ: JUDGE SUSPECTED OF BRIBERY APPOINTED TO NEW JOB 

REF: TEGUCIGALPA 1587 

1. JESUS LEZ ORELLANA, WHOSE REMOVAL AS JUDGE OF TEGUCIGALPA'S 
FIRST CRIMINAL COURT FOR LEGAL ERRORS LED TO WIDESPREAD SUSPICION 
THAT HE HAD IN PACT ACCEPTED A BRIBE TO RELEASE ACCUSED DRUG 
TRAFPICKERS MENTIONED IN REPTEL, 

HAS BEEN APPOINTED DIRECTOR GENERAL FOR 

ADMINISTRATIVE INTEGRITY. THE OPFICE REPORTS TO THE CONTROLLER 
GENERAL AND IS RESPONSIBLE POR ENFORCEMENT OP THE "LAW AGAINST 
ILLICIT ENRICHMENT BY GOVERNMENT OPFICIALS." 

2. THE IRONY OP THIS APPOINTMENT HAS NOT BEEN LOST ON PRESS 
OR PUBLIC AND EVEN LED TO RUMORS THAT THE SUPREME COURT, 

WHICH PIRED ORELLANA, HAD CONSIDERED RESIGNING IN A BODY. 

REFORMIST 'TIEMPO' EDITORIALIZED THAT "EX-JUDGE ORELLANA, WHOSE 
HONESTY HAS BEEN QUESTIONED BY THE SULPREME COURT, NOW BECOMES 
THE OPFICIAL IN CHARGE OP WATCHING OVER THE HONESTY OP PUBLIC 
EMPLOYEES," AND CLEARLY BLAMED THE ARMED PORCES POR PERMITTING 
THIS. 

3. COMMENT: ONE SENIOR SUPREME COURT OPPICIAL TOLD EMBOPF THAT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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UNNAMED MILITARY OPFICERS HAD PLACED GREAT PRESSURE ON SUPREME 
COURT PRESIDENT, FRANCISCO SALOMON JIMINEZ, NOT TO REMOVE ORELLANA 
FROM CRIMINAL COURT. ELOMON'S REPLY WAS THAT "I'M IN CHARGE 
OP THE COURTS, NOT YOU." HE IS NOT, HOWEVER, IN CHARGE OF THE 
CONTROLLER GENERAL'S OPFICE. ORELLANA'S APPOINTMENT WILL ONLY 

CONPIRM SPECULATION THAT HE HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY THE ARMED 
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FORCES BECAUSE OF PREVIOUS SPECIAL TREATMENT GIVEN MILITARY 
OEFICERS IN CASES BEEORE HIS COURT. IT HAS ALSO ADDED TO THE GEN- 
ERAL AWARENESS OE NEED FOR REFORM PROVOKED BY THE ONGOING NAR- 
COTICS SCANDAL, BUT IS NOT LIKELY TO BE REVERSED BY PUBLIC 
PRESSURE. 

BARTCH 


CONEIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channei indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BRIBERY, SUPREME COURT, DRUG TRAFFIC, JUDGES, ALLEGATIONS, REMOVAL FROM OFFICE, PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 15 may 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978TEGUCI02302 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780205-0981 

Format: TEL 
From: TEGUCIGALPA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780557/aaaabweq.tel 

Line Count: 68 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 8d61c19c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 TEGUCIGALPA 1587 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2685181 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JUDGE SUSPECTED OF BRIBERY APPOINTED TO NEW JOB 
TAGS: PINT, SNAR, HO, (LOPEZ ORELLANA, JESUS) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/8d61c19c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



